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“Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has 
promised is faithful.” 
 

Nowhere does this text have greater application than on this day we call Good 

Friday, or God’s Friday.  It is all the business of this day for us to hang not just upon 

the words of the Passion of Christ but, more specifically, upon the very words of 

Christ on the Cross. We hang upon the words of the one who hangs there for us and 

for our salvation. What we see and hear from Christ crucified is altogether for our 

good, our joy, and our salvation. 

You see, we cannot have Easter joy without the Passion.  We need to experience the 

full journey, even the messy areas, in order to grasp and appreciate what Jesus had 

done.  Similarly,  what would it be like if we lived in a part of the world where there 

was only one season?  If it were summer all the time, I know that at first we may 

think it is a good place to be, but after a while we begin to miss the things each 

season brings us, we miss the leaves changes colours and even the sound the snow 

makes when trampled under foot.   

I am glad we have four seasons because even in the midst of a  harsh Manitoba 

Winter, we can still hold onto the hope that winter will not last forever.  We hold 

onto the hope contained in the signs that spring is coming-in the form of a 

crocus/crocii poking through the snow, or in dodging the geese on the drive to the 

city.  By going through the cold of winter, we have a better appreciation for summer. 

As Christians, if we do not walk the different stages of our Lord’s journey, we miss 

out hearing Christ’s words as he hung on the Cross; we miss out witnessing the 

ultimate triumph of love over sin and death- and we only hear of the Resurrection, 
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we only see the empty tomb missing out on the greatest paradox the world has even 

known.  There cannot be Easter, without a cross, and there cannot be a cross 

without Easter, there cannot be a birth without a cross and empty tomb.  Because 

standing alone, they just don’t make sense.  You can’t have one without the others.  

God’s full complete agape love is not completely shown if we only focus on one 

event.    

Focusing upon the cross  is the forgiveness of sins; there lies the final movement of 

the Son’s love towards the Father. We are embraced in this divine love. Or as our 

final song says “To make a wretch His treasure”  

Jesus’ glorification comes as He reigns from the tree –the tree of life.  He is our 

triumphant King, our great High Priest.  This is truly scandalous to them who do 

not understand.  But for us, the triumph of the cross is our great high priest 

reigning from the tree of victory and death.  “Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?”    

And His Love was the driving force in God becoming incarnate, in God walking 

with us and knowing what it is like to carry the burdens of human suffering.  He 

came because he wanted to remove the veil of sin that stood between us.  He 

wanted to make the relationship right again.  When our Lord died on the cross, He 

took all our burdens, our regrets, our sins, so that the veil in the temple was torn in 

two symbolizing that a new relationship has been born by the fruit of the tree of 

life,    “O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see.”  (Hymn: Adoro te devote) 
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 Love did not stop there.  Love brought forth eternal life, symbolized in the empty 

tomb.   His love trumps all, even death, and triumphs over all our sins and follies. 

This, my brothers and sisters, is what makes this day Good Friday. 

And finally, there is John’s last word of the Crucified, “it is finished.” And, having said 

this, “he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.”.  The word, “it is finished,” signifies 

the accomplishing of the divine will for our good and our blessedness. It is about 

God’s purpose for our humanity. We are thrown into the heart of God and into the 

knowledge of God’s good will towards us, and, by His grace, we partake in  this 

blessedness each time we gather for Holy Communion, or  celebrate new life in the 

waters of Baptism.   

So what can we make of Good Friday?  Why Good Friday? It is altogether about the 

theological concept that God, and He alone, can bring good out of evil.   Our evil has 

been on full display throughout Holy Week; we see and feel its destructive and 

negative power. But we see and hear something more and something greater: the 

love of God in Christ Jesus. It changes the tragedy of our lives into the divine comedy 

of human redemption. 

Luther put it this way…”The Love of God does not find but creates, that which is 

pleasing to it.  The love of God which lives in humanity loves sinners, evil persons, 

fools, and weaklings in order to make them righteous, good, wise, and strong.  

Rather than seeking it’s own good, the love of God flows forth and bestows good.  

Therefore sinners are attractive because they are loved, they are not loved because 

they are attractive.  Thus Christ says:  “For this I came not to call the righteous, but 

sinners.  This is the love of the cross, born of the cross, which turns in the direction 
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where it does not find good which it may enjoy, but where it may confer good upon 

the bad and needy person.”   

This is God’s love reigning upon the tree of life, and from there He calls us to hang all 

of our burdens, sins, and sorrows on His throne to allow His love to lift us up as we 

walk our own journey, which sometimes seems like a Passion story in itself.   And 

may we hold onto the hope, and the promise in Christ and as we meditate on His 

cross today, may we remember that as Jesus is lifted up on the cross, his compassion 

does indeed extend to all who call on His name.   

Thanks be to God who won the victory over sin and death.  Thanks be to God for His 

amazing Love.   

Let us hold fast to His promise, and we will meet again in a few days to witness His 

victory.   

“Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has 
promised is faithful.” 
 

  

 


